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Philosophy: Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and the Matrix
Plato’s message presented in the allegory of the cave gives significant emphasis on the effects education has on human nature and how its absence impacts on the lives of human beings. In the allegory, a certain group of chained individuals live in a cave as they face a black wall with projected shadows from a fire existing behind them(Dyson). In this state, the shadows illustrate the reality of the prisoners. Naming the given shadows helps the prisoners in constructing a reality in the environment (Dyson). However, after gaining freedom, the captives realize that their perceptions in the cave are far from the reality. It is through wisdom that they see the sun, the light and experience feelings that link them to the real world (Dyson). Notably, the conditions of humans are always linked to those perceived through given senses. Through much exposure, humans gain wisdom and discover a true reality.
The allegory relates to the current life in which human beings live through the various forms in which the world has experienced dynamic changes. Compared to 1500 years ago, the world has changed through the information presented in the television, movies and the internet. Current experiences compare to those of prisoners in the allegory in that these new inventions have made it impossible for human conditions to break free from their bondage (Dyson). In this case, humans perceive what they see before them as their existing reality. Despite this factor, a change that brings freedom from the captivity enables humans to gain wisdom and see what they never discovered in their previous reality (Dyson). In relation to wisdom, Proverbs Chapter one verse seven illustrates that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. For this reason, only fools despise wisdom and instructions.
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